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| am excited for the Toyooka Fringe! This is my second
festival participation in Japan, and | am excited to see how
Toyooka will welcome me. Since 2019, | have been part of
the Tokyo Festival, where | began as a Farm Lab
participant and was then fortunate enough to be chosen to
create a work during the height of the pandemic for the
Tokyo Farm Lab Exhibition in 2020. The piece, titled 'Fure
Fure!! Ostrich Hayupang Die-Bow-Ken!" was my
collaboration and co-direction with the wonderful artists
Aokid and Masashi Nukata. The performance work was
restaged and became part of the Tokyo Festival lineup in
2021. | also served as the facilitator for the Asian
Performing Arts Camp with Keiko Yamaguchi for two
years, 2022 and 2023. It has been almost a five-year
journey thriving as an artist in the Tokyo Festival, and now
| am happy to explore the Toyooka Theater Festival.

| have been following this festival for years, and | am
curious and at the same time eager to learn from it. | have
been working as a festival director and curator in my
hometown of Binangonan, Rizal, Philippines, for the
Parika Arts Festival. It is a small festival that aims to
explore what the local sites can offer. | believe my local
festival shares a similar trajectory with the Toyooka
Theater Festival, and so | am excited to explore the artists,
culture, and arts of this particular locality.

For Toyooka Festival Fringe Selection, | will be working
closely with my dear friend Masashi Nukata, and this is
going to be our reunion since we worked together for the
Tokyo Festival. | must say, Masashi and | have developed
a certain bond and trust in working together. The work we
are doing is an exploration of creating rituals of care from
my Filipino culture and spirituality, combined with
Masashi’'s musicality. We will develop this work as we
understand the spaces in Toyooka and other parts of the
city, and | am excited to see how the work will take shape
together with the audience and the special locations we
have chosen for the performance.

MIWMBMWMMWWWMWWHWM WsW%W-WW.M:
mrassrmsuaissaissmaiasaissyaissnine, saisiesemarasisEnie e s EaEL R s s T A sy, smivemarassinesarasaiermansaissiare matiaatnisrmarnsnissnaiaaises
T e A e

27

As an artist, | have been exploring ceremony and ritual-
making, and | believe creating this kind of performance
helps us understand or become aware of ourselves and
other people. It also involves becoming sensitive to our
built environment and eventually listening to the nature
around us through our bodies. | have been delving into the
notions of care and its importance in our present world. In
a world surrounded by wars in every part of the globe, |
want to start a ripple of care through this performance. |
believe that caring more for other human beings and for
our nature is the way to envision a brighter future together.

| think the personal is communal, and coming from a
country that was colonized for years, | need to
continuously decolonize myself. As | decolonize myself
through care, | want to share with the world the idea of
'Pagkalinga,' meaning 'to take care,' and 'Pakikipagkawa,'
meaning fellowship or togetherness.

Come and meet me, | am James harvey Estrada an artist
form the Philippines with so much care to give and
together with Masashi Nukata’s riveting music that will
vibrate energy in this performance of presence,
togetherness, and care. We would be happy to dream of a
better future with you and would be delighted to get to
know and meet you in the trans-field/trans-energy of care,
love and compelling encounters that we will create
together.
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